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Basic Archery safety and etiquette

Safety
Never forget that a bow is a deadly weapon (ask the French).  NEVER EVER point a drawn bow at anyone, even in fun!  Only draw your bow with a nocked arrow when you are facing down-range and it is safe to do so.
Shooting is usually controlled by 'whistle' commands given by the Field Captain:-

· 1 whistle means you can approach the shooting line and shoot.  Once you have shot, step back from the shooting line unless you would disturb another archer by doing so

· 2 whistles means it is safe for you to collect your arrows. Don't walk up in a direct line to the target - someone may have had an arrow fall short, or had a 'bouncer', and you risk stepping on it and damaging it

· 3 whistles means 'end of shooting'. You will usually only come across this if you shoot competitively when it signals the end of the tournament. 

· If you hear anyone call 'FAST' you must stop shooting immediately - if you are at full draw, then come down and un-nock your arrow. This means that another archer  has seen something which he considers to be a potential danger.  Do not resume shooting until given the 'all clear'  (hence the expression 'fast and loose' by the way)
· If you are on the shooting line and you see anything that could be a danger to yourself or others then call 'FAST' yourself - and don't be shy, shout!
A Good Archer :-
· If he damages another's equipment through carelessness, pays for it in cash on the spot. 

· Never touches another archer's equipment without permission. 

· Waits until all scores are taken before going behind the target to pick up arrows. 

· Thanks the target captain at the end of the tournament for keeping the score. 

· Does not talk in a loud voice or do anything that may disturb those who are shooting. 

· Does not talk to another competitor who obviously prefers to be silent. 

· Keeps spare equipment handy and does not borrow from others. 

· Never draws or picks up another's arrows unless asked to do so. 

· Never walks up and down the shooting line comparing scores. 

· Remains on the shooting line if an archer immediately in front or behind is at full draw. 

· Never leaves an archer on his/her own on the shooting line. 

· Stays behind the shooting line when not shooting

· When calling scores does so in groups of three, highest score first, for example, "7-7-5" pause "5-3-3." 
